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ABSTRACT 

This paper examines the cultural dimensions of health as represented in comics and the visual arts, 
focusing on their role in promoting health awareness and bridging health literacy gaps. The paper 
specifically examines the intersection of health beliefs and visual narratives within Malaysian cultural 
groups, analyzing how comics engage diverse audiences through humor, satire, and culturally resonant 
themes. Through the Health Belief Model, this study identifies how external environmental factors, 
family values, and cultural practices shape health perceptions in artistic expression. By investigating both 
historical and contemporary perspectives, we underscore the significance of art as a tool for transcultural 
communication, health education, and advocacy. The paper argues that comics, as well as broader artistic 
forms, contribute meaningfully to the discourse on wellness, resilience, and the psychosocial impacts of 
illness, offering a powerful platform for health literacy that respects and reflects cultural diversity. 
Keywords: Health communication, Graphic novels and comics, Cultural health beliefs, Visual arts and 
health, Transcultural health education. 


INTRODUCTION 


This paper presents and discusses the first culture-centered investigation of comics on health. Through 
frequent use of humor and satire, graphic novels and comics have served as gripping, unique, and 
unconventional sources of engagement and education about health for individuals with diverse 
demographic characteristics and literacy levels. Although comics can be found on a variety of health and 
healthcare-related topics, they represent health beliefs and values from various cultures around the world. 
This cultural component merits consideration. Dismissing comics as merely entertaining, frivolous leisure 
reads that lack depth overlooks the important role of graphic novels and comics in human life [1, 2]. 
Recognizing that the perceived importance of certain health topics may differ among individuals from 
different cultural backgrounds, and considering the potential for using graphic novels or comics to 
explore the components associated with the social and ecological approaches to health communication, we 
analyzed the themes of comics created to promote awareness of and present narratives related to health 
and well-being among different cultural groups in Malaysia. Home to diverse ethnic groups, Malaysia has 
a rich and varied cultural background. The Health Belief Model—a conceptual framework—states that 
health behavior is determined by an individual’s perceptions regarding a disease or health problem and 
cues to action from the external environment. Family and community values and practices may influence 
those credible health beliefs. Issues such as environmental hazards receive substantial attention in the 
existing literature. However, we are unaware of how the mitigation of natural environmental hazards and 
the prevention of naturally occurring occupational diseases are depicted through the cultural, economic, 
sociocultural, and political lenses of those who belong to the diverse Malaysian cultural groups [3, 4]. 
Background and Significance 

The visual arts represent an intriguing, powerful means of nonverbal communication, allowing observers 
to encounter artists’ views of the world and key events, often in the artists' own terms, evoking aesthetic 
as well as intellectual responses. The artworks often possess great emotional impact, effectively providing 
an opportunity for many people to learn more about the sociohistorically determined processes of 
perception and conceptualization of complex cultural phenomena or historical events. As such, the visual 
arts should serve as an educational tool in transcultural medical communication. The representational 
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artworks that have survived from ancient or more recent times offer visual access to portrayals of 
wellness, illness, and medical events - topics that have long interested humankind - across ethnic and 
cultural diversities [5, 6]. The importance of art expressions is apparent in the public's enthusiasm for 
and support of arts and cultural centers, as well as in the proliferation of visual artworks throughout the 
ages: both artists and patrons reflect in their works of art cultural preoccupations and life events of the 
time period they occupy and make these available for anyone interested in leading through emotions and 
thought. Management recognition of the psychological impact of the illness experience on patients' 
quality of life has led to a growing interest in investigating its influence on the overall clinical course in 
patients with a variety of disorders and the use of the visual arts and literature for educational purposes. 
Large numbers of such artworks exist from colonial times to the present. Artwork related to health and 
illness spans the earliest prehistorical times to the present and emphasizes that we all share these 
experiences [7, 8]. 
Purpose and Scope 
Humankind has, in most societies, sought how to manifest a good life and to whom it would be attributed. 
Both in health and disease, religion and philosophy have been strong in keeping discussions on the good 
life alive, sometimes in homeopathic remedies that so easily turned into a substitute for common sense. 
The self-healing forces of nature, at least for certain diseases, reduced the necessity for early 
rationalization. Now, however, societal stress sometimes turns vital inspiration into requirements for 
more and better-defined research, manifesting changes in concepts of health and wellness. The very first 
societies have cast their reflections in tales, legends, and parables, and the creation of artifacts such as 
sculptures, pictures, dances, and music has shown some of the time- and space-bound qualities and talents 
of human intelligence, inspired by a perception of the essential relationship between body and soul, health 
and disease [9, 10]. It is the intention of this document to illustrate, by means of drawings and other 
forms of visual arts, as well as verbal reflections in the written word, that the health of individuals 
depends upon the interaction between body and mind at individual and group levels, with emotions, 
reasoning, and consciousness as intrinsic constituents of a rational approach. Many cultures have 
produced valuable material history and philosophy of medicine. Its intercultural exchange and evaluation 
are underrepresented in general and are even less recognized as a means for quality management in a 
culturally diversified healthcare world. The quality and also diversity of healthcare should benefit 
significantly from sharing such types of knowledge, both for individuals and for broader common 
interests [11, 12]. 
Historical Perspectives on Health and Art 
Cultural reflections of health in artistic expression consist of a number of perspectives on the perception 
of health, as seen through the eyes of the artist. Reflections abound in the visual arts, theatre, dance, and 
music. A number of philosophers linked the concepts of healthy activity, even the physical manifestations 
of health, to healthy behavior or the treatment of the body. Healthy physical states and activities were 
seen as related to the small number of higher goods that were truly valuable. A number of other well- 
known philosophers made important contributions to the foundations of Western health theory: Plato, 
Hippocrates, Galen, and others were seen to associate the released potential of the body with the release 
of the soul, demonstrating the organic connection between physical well-being and education [13, 14]. A 
key element of the visual and performing arts as they reflect health is that they are active; they identify 
emotions, lay bare fears, and communicate along an emotional spectrum to the observer. Great works 
provoke the viewer to engage with them. Convincing the patient to adopt an attitude of health may not be 
a cure in all cases, but it was certainly as important in 1600 as advocacy is today in suggesting necessary 
prevention or curative procedures that lead to better outcomes. Often, attitudes about health or sickness 
are reflected through reflections on everyday life, modest tasks, and ordinary people. Art reflects ordinary 
lives and human dignity, capturing and expressing the very essence of cultural attitudes towards health, 
thus revealing highlights or indications about health practices [15, 16]. 
Cultural Diversity in Artistic Representations of Health 
Art is a vibrantly expressive arena in which elements of our perceptions and experiences converge, often 
without explicit verbal articulation. Feelings, thoughts, and insights about our world intermingle, and our 
reflections and questions about who we are and where we are going come to the fore. In particular, 
cultural art illuminates the emotional and historic underpinnings of our search for health in the larger 
context of our lives. Cultural attitudes and beliefs, such as a preference for traditional medicine or 
practices, have been shown to affect the extent to which an individual uses conventional medical 
treatment. In relatively small communities around the globe, cultural diversity is changing as a result of 
patterns of human interaction [17, 18]. Artistic expression of what is unique to any specific culture can 
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foster diverse identities while at the same time facilitating understanding of what is common in cultures 
around the world. It is through understanding and appreciation that mutual respect and peaceful and 
fruitful interaction can take place. Meanings associated with symbolic imagery can be instructively 
transcultural. Whether consciously or not, the artist taps into a universal and visually communicative 
vocabulary. Such a vocabulary, trove through the centuries, is an engaging way to become more familiar 
with aspects of disease and health that have crossed times and cultures and continue to resonate in our 
personal health philosophies. In a climate of increasing global connectedness, the rise of multiculturalism 
challenges many definitions of cultural identity thought to be important building blocks in the self- 
identity and configuration of nation-states. With an estimated 60 million people worldwide, no 
comprehensive definition can capture its multicultural mosaic. Artists in the diaspora are breaking down 
preconceived notions of diversity often promoted within cultural groups. They challenge images and 
freedoms of the homeland with stories of humanity and the ability to identify with multiple spaces [19, 
20]. Over time, we have been witnesses to spectacular strife and violence in various regions. Many 
aspects of our cultural mosaic contribute to the unique appearance specific to little corners, hidden patches 
of the world created with passion and fierce determination to preserve a sense of global significance. The 
culminating achievements or coupled continuous traditions of innumerable, often relatively small, nations 
of the world are part of the common heritage of all human beings. Our objective is to enhance our 
understanding of ourselves through our perceptions of the obvious kaleidoscope of cultural identities of 
our global neighbors. Each group of people accommodates a distinct perspective, making these defined 
groups into communities of special significance to the larger world. Mutual respect, appreciation, and 
intercultural cooperation don't take place effortlessly. Our recognition of cultural diversity and sensitivity 
to community interests and lifestyles will be a starting point. Subsequently, we examine multiple issues 
relating directly to our equally prime concern, that of health, health care, and the meaning of health and 
wellness [21, 22]. 

Psychological And Emotional Dimensions of Health in Art 
The psychological and emotional dimensions of health reveal themselves in several art genres. Stress is 
perhaps the most pervasive psychological and emotional state of distress in modern times. It can lead to a 
whole list of conditions such as high blood pressure, ulcers, and heart disease. Furthermore, many drugs 
are prescribed to help people cope with stress. Classical music often reflects states of high anxiety leading 
to stress, even though the concept of "stress" would be described by a modern-day psychologist and not a 
music critic. Audiences love the musical stress in Beethoven's Fifth Symphony. The hairpins in the 
opening motif are often described as the musical equivalent of the speaker's red-faced, almost shrieking 
representation in the speaking of a single word [23, 24]. All of these are examples of what is referred to 
as subjective health, health defined by an individual. Despite these subjective interpretations of health, a 
comprehensive objective definition of health has been developed based on five dimensions of an individual: 
social, psychological, spiritual, biological, and physical. Specific aspects of the concept of health can be 
extracted from art to demonstrate the correspondence between these two modes of expression. An 
individual's biological aspect is usually what people view as their health. The others—social, 
psychological, spiritual—have much to do with how the biological is perceived and are of great interest to 
people because the realization of our appreciation for these natures separates people from other 
mammalian entities. Regardless of who describes it, any representation of health in artistic expression 
enhances the sociological practice of individual expression [25, 26]. 

Contemporary Art as A Platform for Health Advocacy 

In a world bombarded by images, many people find that spending time "practicing art" enriches them 
because it allows for reflection. Time spent actively engaging our mind and hands in the act of creation is 
time spent making choices: of material, for instance, and how it is presented. Art is a unique platform for 
health promotion because it has a universal reach. Anyone can respond to art and everyone has the 
potential to create it. This is where contemporary artists are making their mark in the health literacy 
landscape. Other artists have found that dialogue about health and social issues neatly fits within the 
current discourse of the contemporary art world. These issues have been there since the seventies when 
more message-oriented works expressing sentiments that could not be broached in traditional artistic 
terms and thus lacking aesthetic credibility were finding fertile ground in the world of performance art. 
Relational aesthetics carved out space for just this kind of relationship between tribe and scientist, 
hinging on what was still a demand for aesthetics. For an artist like Jenny Saville, the early nineties 
demand for provocative post-human imagery for Woman as a Paradox largely allowed the visceral 
engagement of the value of aesthetic vitality to slide. Yet one of art's tactics — and healthcare's too — is the 
ability to outsmart those who might be hostile to discourse with explosive topics [27, 28]. 
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CONCLUSION 
The cultural reflections of health in artistic expression illustrate how the arts serve as potent conduits for 
health messaging across diverse demographics. Comics and visual arts not only communicate universal 
health themes but also bring forward unique cultural insights into illness, wellness, and healing practices. 
This study reveals that graphic novels and comics engage audiences by simplifying complex health issues, 
making them accessible and relatable. Furthermore, they respect and incorporate culturally specific 
beliefs, thereby enhancing understanding and receptiveness toward health information. As globalization 
continues to merge distinct cultural identities, art stands as a bridge for mutual understanding, 
emphasizing the value of intercultural perspectives in health literacy. Moving forward, a more integrated 
approach to health communication—one that includes the arts and respects cultural nuances—will be 
crucial in addressing global health disparities and promoting more equitable healthcare practices. 
REFERENCES 

1. Matuk C, Hurwich T, Spiegel A, Diamond J. How do teachers use comics to promote 
engagement, equity, and diversity in science classrooms?. Research in Science Education. 2021 
Jun;51:685-732. nih.gov 

2. Wegner G. Reflections on the boom of graphic pathography: The effects and affects of narrating 
disability and illness in comics. Journal of Literary & Cultural Disability Studies. 2020 
Feb; 14(1):57-74. comicnurse.com 

3. Alsharawy A, Spoon R, Smith A, Ball S. Gender differences in fear and risk perception during the 
COVID-19 pandemic. Frontiers in psychology. 2021 Aug 5;12:689467. 

4. Prowse R, Sherratt F, Abizaid A, Gabrys RL, Hellemans KG, Patterson ZR, McQuaid RJ. 
Coping with the COVID-19 pandemic: examining gender differences in stress and mental health 
among university students. Frontiers in psychiatry. 2021 Apr 7;12:650759. frontiersin.org 

5. Rossi MG. Metaphors and persuasion in healthcare communication. Langages. 2021 Jun(2):59- 
76. 

6. Madan A, Rosca LD, Dumitru I, Canda A. The value of art in persuasive marketing 
communication and its sustainable effect on the country of origin. Sustainability. 2022 Jan 
21;14(3):1228. 

7. Irving-Pease EK, Refoyo-Martinez A, Barrie W, Ingason A, Pearson A, Fischer A, Sjögren KG, 
Halgren AS, Macleod R, Demeter F, Henriksen RA. The selection landscape and genetic legacy 
of ancient Eurasians. Nature. 2024 Jan 11;625(7994):3 12-20. nature.com 

8. Prendergast KS, Garcia JE, Howard SR, Ren ZX, McFarlane SJ, Dyer AG. Bee representations 
in human art and culture through the ages. Art & Perception. 2021 Dec 8;10(1):1-62. brill.com 

9. Stach S. From the Visual to Syn-and Kinaesthetics: Sensory Rhythms of Urban Heritage 
Tourism in Bratislava. InCultural Heritage and Mobility from a Multisensory Perspective 2025 
(pp. 90-106). Routledge. [HTML 

10. Shaikh TA, Rasool T, Verma P. Machine intelligence and medical cyber-physical system 
architectures for smart healthcare: Taxonomy, challenges, opportunities, and possible solutions. 
Artificial Intelligence in Medicine. 2023 Oct 31:102692. 

11. Porges SW. Polyvagal theory: A science of safety. Frontiers in integrative neuroscience. 2022 
May 10;16:871297. 

12. Quadt L, Critchley H, Nagai Y. Cognition, emotion, and the central autonomic network. 
Autonomic Neuroscience. 2022 Mar 1;238:102948. 

13. Bozek A, Nowak PF, Blukacz M. The relationship between spirituality, health-related behavior, 
and psychological well-being. Frontiers in Psychology. 2020 Aug 14511:1997. 

14. Mohajan D, Mohajan HK. Obesity and its related diseases: a new escalating alarming in global 
health. Journal of Innovations in Medical Research. 2023 Mar 23;2(3):12-23. paradigmpress.org 

15. Keisari S, Piol S, Orkibi H, Elkarif T, Mola G, Testoni I. Spirituality during the COVID-19 
pandemic: An online creative arts intervention with photocollages for older adults in Italy and 
Israel. Frontiers in psychology. 2022 Jun 16;13:897158. frontiersin.org 

16. Cleland J, MacLeod A. The visual vernacular: embracing photographs in research. Perspectives 
on medical education. 2021 Aug;10(4):230-7. 

17. Azad AD, Charles AG, Ding Q, Trickey AW, Wren SM. The gender gap and healthcare: 
associations between gender roles and factors affecting healthcare access in Central Malawi, 
June-August 2017. Archives of Public Health. 2020 Dec;78:1-1. springer.com 


This is an Open Access article distributed under the terms of the Creative Commons Attribution License 
(http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0), which permits unrestricted use, distribution, and reproduction in any medium, 
provided the original work is properly cited 


Page | 28 


https://www.eejournals.org Open Access 


18. 


19. 


20. 


21. 


22. 


23. 


24. 


25. 


26. 


27. 


28. 


This is 


Tangkiatkumjai M, Boardman H, Walker DM. Potential factors that influence usage of 
complementary and alternative medicine worldwide: a systematic review. BMC complementary 
medicine and therapies. 2020 Dec;20:1-5. springer.com 

Kuttner PJ. Educating for cultural citizenship: Reframing the goals of arts education. InCultural 
Production and Participatory Politics 2020 Jun 29 (pp. 69-92). Routledge. 

Leroy H, Buengeler C, Veestraeten M, Shemla M, Hoever IJ. Fostering team creativity through 
team-focused inclusion: The role of leader harvesting the benefits of diversity and cultivating 
value-in-diversity beliefs. Group & Organization Management. 2022 Aug;47(4):798-839. 
sagepub.com 

Schuck RK, Tagavi DM, Baiden KM, Dwyer P, Williams ZJ, Osuna A, Ferguson EF, Jimenez 
Muñoz M, Poyser SK, Johnson JF, Vernon TW. Neurodiversity and autism intervention: 
Reconciling perspectives through a naturalistic developmental behavioral intervention 
framework. Journal of Autism and Developmental Disorders. 2022 Oct 1:1-21. springer.com 
Hudson M, Garrison NA, Sterling R, Caron NR, Fox K, Yracheta J, Anderson J, Wilcox P, 
Arbour L, Brown A, Taualii M. Rights, interests and expectations: Indigenous perspectives on 
unrestricted access to genomic data. Nature Reviews Genetics. 2020 Jun;21(6):377-84. [HTML 
Sanderson WC, Arunagiri V, Funk AP, Ginsburg KL, Krychiw JK, Limowski AR, Olesnycky OS, 
Stout Z. The nature and treatment of pandemic-related psychological distress. Journal of 
contemporary psychotherapy. 2020 Dec;50:25 1-63. springer.com 

Chen T, Lucock M. The mental health of university students during the COVID-19 pandemic: 
An online survey in the UK. PloS one. 2022 Jan 12;17(1):e0262562. 

Voukelatou V, Gabrielli L, Miliou I, Cresci S, Sharma R, Tesconi M, Pappalardo L. Measuring 
objective and subjective well-being: dimensions and data sources. International Journal of Data 
Science and Analytics. 2021 May;11:279-309. springer.com 

Datola G. Implementing urban resilience in urban planning: A comprehensive framework for 
urban resilience evaluation. Sustainable Cities and Society. 2023 Nov 1;98:104821. 

World Health Organization. Achieving well-being: a global framework for integrating well- 
being into public health utilizing a health promotion approach. World Health Organization; 2024 
Mar 6. 

Okpara CV, Anselm AU, Felix TO, Omowale A, Gever VC. The moderating role of colour in 
modelling the effectiveness of COVID-19 YouTube animated cartoons on the health behaviour of 
social media users in Nigeria. Health promotion international. 2021 Dec 1;36(6):1599-609. 


nih. gov 


an Open Access article distributed under the terms of the Creative Commons Attribution License 


(http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0), which permits unrestricted use, distribution, and reproduction in any medium, 
provided the original work is properly cited 


Page | 29 


